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Analysing how important 
Complete the table below to explain why Prussia increased its strength in relation to Austria 
in the period 1849–62. 

Explain each factor by re-reading pages 66–76. 

Award a mark out of six for how important each factor was in preventing an improvement. 

Explain why you gave the mark. 

Reason Why it was important Mark out of six Explanation 
Austrian mistakes    

Prussian 
economic strength 

   

Bismarck's 
diplomacy 

   

Prussian military 
strength 
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Creating an essay plan 
Below is a sample exam question. Using pages 80–8 of the textbook produce a plan for the 
question. Choose four main points and provide three specific pieces of information to 
support each general point.  

Assess the reasons why Austria and Prussia went to war in 1866 and account for Prussia's 
success. 

General Point Specific evidence 
  

  

  

  

Now, using your plan, write an introduction for the essay: 

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  
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Support or challenge 
Below is a sample exam question that asks how far you agree with a specific statement.  

Below this is a series of general statements that are relevant to the question. Use pages 77–
88 of your textbook to decide whether each statement supports or challenges the main 
statement and tick the appropriate box. 

'Prussian success against Austria by 1866 was due essentially to Bismarck.' How far do you 
agree? 

 Support Challenge 
By 1862 Prussia was stronger economically than Austria.   

In 1862 Bismarck had a clear plan of action with regard to 
German unification. 

  

Bismarck used the Schleswig-Holstein affair to manoeuvre 
Austria into open confrontation with Prussia.  

  

Prussia was stronger militarily than Austria in 1866.   

Austria had few major allies in 1866.    

Most small German states supported Austria.   

Italy was a useful Prussian ally in 1866.   

Austrian leaders displayed a lack of political and diplomatic 
skills in 1865–6. 

  

Having completed the table, write a paragraph explaining Bismarck's importance in the 
period 1862–6. 

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  


